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THOMAS WELSBY—AUTHOR AND COLLECTOR 
[By C. G. AUSTIN, Hon. Librarian of the Society.] 
<Read at the Monthly Meeting of the Historical Society 
of Queensland, Inc., on 22nd November 1951.) 
As Honorary Librarian of the Society, I deem it 
a privilege to deliver a paper on Thomas Welsby. As 
you know, the late Mr. Welsby bequeathed his library 
to the Society, and his name is perpetuated in the 
Welsby Memorial Library. 
The Society is deeply indebted to Mr. Welsby for 
this gift, but I propose to show that the Society is 
indebted in other ways—firstly, to an author of books 
on Queensland history, and secondly, to a collec-
tor of letters, newspaper cuttings, and documents 
which were also donated to this Society. 
It has always been a source of regret that many 
associated with the birth and development of Queens-
land did not record their experiences. Mr. Welsby, how-
ever, with painstaking energy has recorded his early 
life, and it is now in the possession of the Society. 
This volume consists of 264 foolscap pages, written in 
a hand which is familiar to anyone who has had 
occasion to search the records of the Society. This 
volume covers the period 1874 to 1896, is extremely 
well bound, and what is a blessing to a librarian, is 
comprehensively indexed and cross-indexed. 
Mr. Welsby was born in Ipswich in the year 1858, 
which, you will note, was the year before the Separa-
tion of Queensland from New South Wales. For many 
years, Mr. Welsby could utter the seeming paradox 
that he lived in Queensland, was born in New South 
Wales, and had never crossed the border. 
In his writings, Mr. Welsby mentions that his 
parents arrived in Moreton Bay in the year 1855, some 
years before he was born. Mr. Welsby attended the 
public school conducted by John Scott at Ipswich, and 
later the Ipswich Grammar ^ School, which holds the 
honour of being the first Grammar School established 
in Queensland, as it was built in 1864. 
The Welsby family occupied Booval House, but in 
1874 left Ipswich for Brisbane. The young Thomas 
Welsby entered the service of the Bank of New South 
Wales, remained five years, disagreed with a Manager 
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"imported" (the word is Mr. Welsby's) from Sydney, 
promptly resigned, and joined the Australian Joint 
Stock Bank. 
He remained with this bank until 1884, when 
growing weary of being enclosed within four walls, 
resigned, and commenced business as a Public 
Accountant, Trustee, and Auditor. From 1884 to 
1893, he was auditor of the Brisbane City Council 
accounts, and in keeping with his flair for preserving 
things historical, presented to this Society a bound 
copy of these accounts. 
He became a member of the Booroodabin Divisional 
Board in the "nineties," and occupied the position of 
chairman on two occasions. He was chairman of the 
first New Farm State School Committee, and was 
honorary treasurer of the Brisbane Chamber of Com-
merce. He was connected with the establishment of 
many firms now well known in Brisbane, as he was 
one of the founders of the Engineering Supply Com-
pany of Australia, and was a director of the Royal 
Bank of Queensland Ltd. 
Shipping interests with Captain George Wallace, 
and mining interests in association with G. C. Will-
cocks and the Hon. Robert Philp, occupied his atten-
tion at different periods. 
He entered Parliament by being elected for Bris-
bane North in the Kidston-Philp Parliament of 1909-
1912, and represented the new constituency of 
Merthyr from 1912-1914. 
The atmosphere of Parliament did not appeal to 
him, and he was bored by its partisanship and party 
fervours, and escaped every week-end to his cottage 
at Amity. 
His personal service to the Historical Society is 
only too evident to anyone who has read the lists of 
office-bearers, and the papers, published in the 
Society's journals. He was a foundation member of 
the Society, occupied the position of Vice-President 
for many years, and became President in 1936. 
There is not sufficient time to deal with the many 
other sides of Mr. Welsby's public life, and these must 
be mentioned in passing. Amateur sport is greatly 
indebted to Mr. Welsby, for his interest and influence 
in this sphere was profound; he was founder of the 
Amateur Boxing Association, played Rugby Union for 
Queensland, became President of this body and 
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donated a cup in 1929 which is competed for annually; 
he was a founder and first secretary of the old Bris-
bane Gymnasium, became perhaps best known as a 
yachtsman and was Commodore of the Royal Queens-
land Yacht Club for sixteen years. 
In later years, just before the old Brisbane Gym-
nasium was demolished, Mr. Welsby paid a visit to 
the building where he had encouraged gymnastic 
training, and he found the first minute book of the 
organisation, which he had established. This minute 
book was rescued, and is now at Newstead House. 
Mr. Welsby's private life was tinged with sadness 
for his wife died after ten years of married life, and 
an only son died in childhood. 
Mr. Welsby died on the 3rd February 1941, at 
the age of eighty-two years. He was survived by two 
daughters, Mrs. J. C. Clark, who married a son of the 
late Mr. James Clark, well known as a pastoralist and 
pearler, and Mrs. J. W. Williams, wife of an officer in 
the Royal Australian Navy, who was in charge of the 
Garden Island Dockyard at Sydney, during the 1939-
1945 War. 
Reverting back to Mr. Welsby's autobiography 
of the years 1874 to 1898, and glancing through the 
index of "Persons mentioned," one finds names of 
those who played their part in the history of this 
State. W. E. Parry-Okeden, Captain John Mackay, 
Sir Joshua Peter Bell, Sir Charles Lilley, Archdeacon 
Glennie, Judge Lutwyche, John Murtagh Macrossan, 
James Swan, Henry Jordan, and many others. 
The events mentioned cover a wide field, and we 
have an eye-witness's account of historical events. 
Such a one is the opening of the first railway in 
Queensland from Ipswich to Grandchester. The con-
tract was let to Peto, Brassey and Betts, and Thomas 
Welsby's father, William Welsby, was a sub-contractor 
for the building of certain of the bridges required. 
The building of the South Brisbane Graving Dock, 
the first Brisbane Exhibition in 1876, the first issue of 
Parliamentary Hansard in the same year, the use of 
gas for the first time at Ipswich in 1878, all appear in 
these pages. There is much for the historian to note 
for we read that the first cargo of frozen meat from 
Brisbane reached London on the 3rd February 1880, 
in the ship "Strathleven." 
The arrival of the steam yacht "Lucinda" in Bris-
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bane on 7th May 1885 is noted. Mr. Welsby was a 
collector of many objects, and it is also recorded that 
the figurehead of the "Lucinda" later adorned his 
lawn at New Farm. This figurehead was acquired 
when the "Lucinda" was broken up, and at the same 
time Mr. Welsby obtained a chair from the smoking-
room of the ship. 
This chair was donated to the Society and can be 
seen now in the Maritime Room at Newstead House. 
On lifting the cushion from the chair, one can see the 
familiar hand-writing of Mr. Welsby giving particu-
lars of the "Lucinda." As was pointed out in a paper 
delivered to the Society in February of this year on 
"The Influence of Queensland on Federation," the 
Lucinda was in Sydney Harbour when the Convention 
of 1891 met in Sydney. Samuel Griffith was Chairman 
of a Committee appointed to frame a Constitution for 
the proposed Australian Federation, and on the 
"Lucinda" Samuel Griffith with the Committee drew 
up the Draft Constitution. Mr. Welsby always claimed 
that the smoking-room was used by the Committee 
when drawing up the first draft of the Australian 
Constitution. 
Events in Queensland's history, and the reaction 
of the writer to them, are catalogued: The loss of the 
"Quetta" on the 28th February 1890; the Shearers' 
Strike in 1891; the disastrous floods of 1893; the 
wreck of the "Cambus Wallace" in 1894; and many 
other events are recorded. 
One of the strangest lotteries ever conducted in 
Queensland is described on pages 229-230: On the 
8th February 1892, the Queensland Deposit Bank in 
Albert Street, near the site of the present City Hall, 
stopped payment. The realisation of the assets was 
made in the form of a lottery, conducted by Messrs. 
Corrie Brothers, Brokers, Queen Street. All lands and 
buildings were valued and named in the prize schedule 
list, the first prize being the banking building and land 
itself, valued at about £30,000. The first prize was 
won by a Melbourne draper, a personal friend of Tom 
Finney, of Finney Isles and Co. Mr. Finney had been 
in Melbourne prior to the closing of the sale tickets,^ 
and had induced his friend to purchase two tickets. 
The drawing took place early in 1893, and a 
balance sheet prepared by the liquidators was audited 
and signed by William Bulcock and Thomas Welsby. 
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Mr. Welsby began his career as an author of printed 
works with the publication of "Schnappering" in 1905. 
This book was published by the Outridge Printing 
Co., Brisbane, and dealt mainly with fishing in the 
Brisbane River and Moreton Bay waters, a subject 
upon which the author was well qualified to write. 
The book is dedicated to his schnapper fishing com-
panion, Alex. H. Clark, and to the Amateur Fisher-
men's Association of Queensland. 
This book is a veritable fisherman's guide, for it 
details very methodically the best methods and times 
for catching fish along the length of the Brisbane 
River and in Moreton Bay. 
Illustrations of twenty-seven varieties of fish add 
to the value of the volume, and for good measure, the 
bearings of various fishing grounds, outlining the posi-
tion of distinctive landmarks—^lighthouses, Glass-
house mountains and others—are given. 
Controversies are discussed such as rod versus line, 
practical information is given on subjects such as 
bait curing, and all in all, this book rivals the "Com-
pleat Angler." 
Long articles are given on the nature and habits 
of the Dugong, then prevalent in Moreton Bay, and 
the Ceratodus, the rare lung fish of Queensland. One 
paragraph rather dates this book when the author 
mentions that "the value of a dugong is about equal to 
that of a bullock—say from £4 to £5 according to 
present selling rates." 
There are some stories in this book which might 
be regarded as fish tales if the author did not give 
evidence to support them. Mr. Welsby once stated 
that a groper was caught near the dry dock, and doubt 
was cast on this story. This doubt was removed when 
a groper was caught further up the river, near Dor-
nock Terrace, on Sunday, 3rd May 1902, by Mr. Joseph 
O'Neill of South Brisbane, the fish weighing 2^ cwt. 
Perhaps the severe drought of that year was the 
reason this type of fish was found so far up the Bris-
bane River. 
A number of pages are devoted to the writings 
of Mr. Fred (Campbell, a close friend of the author, for 
so many years a resiaent of Amity Point. Mr. Camp-
bell relates the story of the natives at Amity Point 
having such an understanding with porpoises that the 
natives could call the porpoises from a distance of a 
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mile or so when their services were required to drive 
a school of fish into the shallow water where they 
could be taken with hand nets. 
The next book was called "Early Moreton Bay" 
and was published by Outridge Printing Company, 
Brisbane, in 1907. This book is dedicated to the 
members of the Royal Queensland Yacht Club, and 
although mainly devoted to yachting and shipwrecks 
in Moreton Bay, we can see the development of Mr. 
Welsby's historical bent. Interspersed in these pages 
are matters of historical interest, explanations for 
place-names are given, and the descriptions of the 
shipwrecks are not written in a sensational manner, 
but the facts are set out concisely and methodically. 
The illustrations alone make this book valuable, 
as they include the laying of the Pacific Cable at 
Southport in November 1902, the s.s. "Dickey" as 
she once was, at Caloundra, Jumpin Pin, Stradbroke 
Island, before, and after, the break through of the 
ocean, and the ship "Young Australia" at North Point, 
near Cape Moreton. 
Seventeen shipwrecks in Moreton Bay between 
the years 1847 and 1897 are listed, and a further 
wreck, the "Everton," in 1863, is included in Mr. 
Welsby's handwriting on his copy, now in the Society's 
possession. 
The tragic loss of the paddle steamer "Sovereign" 
at the South Passage Bar on 11th March 1867 is well 
known, but a reference to Captain John Wickham in 
the Extraordinary Issue of the "Moreton Bay Courier" 
reporting the wreck is worth quoting. 
Captain Wickham was then resident in this house 
and as Police Magistrate visited the scene of the 
disaster. The "Moreton Bay Courier's" description 
reads: "Captain Wickham, accompanied by Mr. John 
Balfour, also went to the Bay, for the purpose of con-
veying the bodies of Mrs. Gore and child to Brisbane. 
It was found to be impracticable. Captain Wickham 
attempted to read the burial service over them, but 
was so overpowered by his feelings that he was utterly 
unable to do so, and the sad office was undertaken by 
another person who was present on this occasion." 
In his third book, "The Discoverers of the Bris-
bane River," published by H. J. Diddams and Co., 
Brisbane, in 1913, Mr. Welsby gives full vent to his 
interest in history. The book is dedicated to "The 
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Historical Society of Queensland," and was produced 
at the request of his friends who had enjoyed earlier 
articles on the discovery of the Brisbane River. 
The parts played by Parsons, Pamphlet and Fin-
negan, John Oxley, John Uniacke, Surveyor John 
Hoddle, and John Bingle are discussed, and the claims 
of Oxley are weighed in the light of the evidence then 
available. This is a valuable contribution to Queens-
land history. 
Another article in this book traces Matthew Flin-
ders' visit to Moreton Bay, and in a preface Mr. 
Welsby admits that Flinders "was ever a favourite 
of mine" and "on more than one occasion have I 
traversed every inch of his journey in Moreton Bay, 
not alone from Bribie, where the sloop "Norfolk" was 
repaired, but across the marshy flats right to the foot 
of the mountain he did not climb." 
Mr. Welsby's knowledge of Moreton Bay assisted 
him to trace Flinders' voyaging, and he claims that 
three islands shown on Flinders' charts are easily dis-
tinguishable as being Mud Island, St. Helena, and 
Green Island. 
A long article on climbing the Glasshouse Moun-
tains and a short article on the "Bounty" mutiny com-
plete this book. 
The "History of the Royal Queensland Yacht 
Club" was published by Watson, Ferguson and Com-
pany Limited in 1918, and outlined the growth of this 
club from the earlier Brisbane (Amateur) Sailing 
Club. Three men who have been outstanding figures 
in the history of Queensland yachting and sailing are 
Messrs. E. B. Forrest, Thonias Welsby, and W. A. 
Douglas. All three were among the crowd of sailing 
enthusiasts who formed the Brisbane (Amateur) Sail-
ing Club in 1885. 
Mr. W. A. Douglas was a close personal friend of 
Mr. Welsby, and a foundation member of the His-
torical Society, is still a member, and can claim the 
distinction of having the longest record as a member 
of this Society. 
In 1894 the name of the sailing club was changed 
to the "Queensland Yacht Club," and in 1902 permis-
sion was given to add the prefix "Royal." This book 
lists sailing contests and is studded with names which 
are well known in the history of Brislaane. 
The first cruise, or opening ceremony, took place 
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on 24th September 1885, and a dinner was held in the 
evening in a shed on the Lytton wharf. Amongst the 
boats were the following: "Isobel," cutter, Hon. E. B. 
Forrest; "Edith," 21 feet, Messrs. C. B. Lilley and E. 
CuUen; "Seabelle," 21 feet, Messrs. W. J. Morley and 
E. J. T. Barton; and "Blanche," sloop, Mr. W. Picker-
ing-
Earlier regattas held in Brisbane are given by 
the author, one being an Anniversary Regatta held 
on the Victoria Bridge-Gardens reach on 26th January 
1857. 
A facsimfle of the programme is attached, and 
we learn that the Umpire was Captain Geary, and the 
committee were George Harris, A. Beazley, G. Christie 
and A. Harvey, with Nehemiah Bartley as honorary 
secretary and treasurer. Amongst the competitors 
were such identities well known in Brisbane for many 
years as R. B. Sheridan (afterwards Sub-Collector of 
Customs at Maryborough and later a member of the 
Legislature) and William Pettigrew, who was the 
owner of an old sawmill that once stood in William 
Street. 
This was not an amateur regatta, as entrance 
fees were £1 each, and £122 was given in prize money. 
Rowing races and sailing races were held on the same 
day, and the proceedings lasted from 10 o'clock in the 
morning until four o'clock in the afternoon. 
The sailing season for 1907-1908 was opened on 
Saturday, 5th November 1907, and on this occasion 
the Commodore was honoured by carrying round the 
course on the "Sunbeam" the very finest intellect, 
without exception, in United Australia. It so hap-
pened that the High Court of Australia was sitting in 
Brisbane, and thanks to Mr. W. A. Douglas, at the 
time of this opening ceremony. Registrar of the 
Supreme Court of Queensland, the presence of the 
learned Judges was secured at the opening. Amongst 
those present were Sir Samuel Walker Griffith, Chief 
Justice, and his daughter, Mrs. T. H. Brown, Sir 
Edmund Barton, Mr. Justice Isaacs, Sir Pope Cooper, 
and the Hon. E. B. Forrest. The interesting point of 
this opening was that it was held in the grounds of 
Newstead, gaily beflagged with many a well-decorated 
corner, and the Hamilton and Bulimba reaches were 
covered with score upon score of small craft. 
The lawns of Newstead House were used on more 
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than one occasion for entertaining guests, for we read 
in 1906 that Lord and Lady Chelmsford were on the 
lawn at Newstead. In 1909 Newstead was generously 
lent by Thomas Heaslop, Esq., for the use of mem-
bers, and later in 1913, the grounds at Newstead were 
kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. Cyril Lambert. 
A reference to an earlier yacht club is included, 
giving the office-bearers and list of original members 
of the Brisbane Yacht Club in 1866. Sir George Fer-
guson Bowen was Patron, Hon. George Harris of New-
stead was Vice-Commodore, and Mr. E. B. Forrest was 
a member of the Committee. 
The formation of the City of Brisbane Sailing 
Club in June 1895 is described, and the details of a 
rather curious law case are given. This case was 
heard before his Honour Judge Paul in December 
1895, when a sailing man Nalder sued riiembers of 
the Committee of the City of Brisbane Sailing Club 
for the recovery of £6/6/-, being first prize for a han-
dicap race held in the Milton reach on the 28th Sep-
tember. The plaintiff had entered his boat the "Wai-
hora" in the event, but was disqualified for an alleged 
foul during the race. His Honour held that the de-
cision of the Umpire was final and gave a verdict for 
the defendants. 
"Memories of Amity" was published by Watson, 
Ferguson and Co. Limited in 1922 and was dedicated 
to the author's two daughters. This book is composed 
of twelve articles which had previously appeared in 
"The Brisbane Courier," under the heading of 
"Memories of Amity," but space is devoted to eight 
chapters which deal not only with Stradbroke Island, 
but also with Moreton and Bribie Island. 
The articles open with the wreck of the "Sover-
eign" on 11th March 1847, and a list of persons lost 
and persons saved is given. The author points out 
that Henry Stuart Russell, later to write "The Genesis 
of Queensland," narrowly missed being one of the ill-
fated passengers on the "Sovereign," for Russell was 
told the vessel's departure would be delayed, and he 
arrived in Brisbane after the vessel had left. While 
arrangements were being made to take him to Amity, 
where the vessel was said to be anchored, news arrived 
of the disaster. But for his late arrival in Brisbane, 
the chances are that the "Genesis of Queensland" 
would never have been written. 
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The next article gives the story of Woondu, one 
of the natives who did yeoman work in assisting to 
save persons wrecked on the "Sovereign," and who 
was presented with a brass plate by the Governor of 
New South Wales as a reward for the assistance he 
afforded, with five of his countrymen, to the survivors 
of the wreck. 
Many years afterwards, Mr. Welsby tracked down 
this plate, which was found on the Pacific coast, 150 
mfles south of Sydney, and his efforts to obtain it are 
set down in a manuscript book which is now at New-
stead House. It is not surprising that Mr. Welsby 
managed to acquire this plate, which was donated to 
this Society. 
In "Memories of Amity," the author gives the 
origin of the town of Amity, and its streets, one of 
which is named Ballow. The author relates Dr. Bal-
low's tragic death, by informing us that an immigrant 
vessel named the "Emigrant" arrived in Moreton Bay 
on 8th August 1850, was found to have many cases of 
typhus fever on board, and was ordered into quaran-
tine at Dunwich. So bad was the fever that not only 
did forty of the passengers die, but so did the Doctor 
who had made the voyage. Dr. Ballow was sent out 
from Brisbane, but he, too, succumbed to the fever 
on 29th September 1850, aged forty-five. He was 
buried in the cemetery at Dunwich. The visit of the 
Quaker missionaries, James Backhouse and George 
Washington Walker, in April 1836, to Amity Point is 
retold, with quotations from Backhouse's book, "A 
narrative of a visit to the Australian Colonies," pub-
lished in 1843 in London. 
The story of Fernandez Gonzales is given in detail 
with his vision of the arrival at Amity of convicts 
from Norfolk Island in 1853. These convicts robbed 
the Pilot Station, but were eventually caught in South 
Brisbane. 
The chapter on Stradbroke Island gives the origin 
of many of the place-names, one of which was Fust 
Creek. It was at this creek that in 1919 a hump-back 
whale was stranded, and in a weak moment Mr. 
Welsby agreed to secure the skeleton in full for the 
Brisbane Museum. There was no such word as "fail" 
at Amity Point, but one can imagine the herculean 
and unpleasant task the author undertook. The labour 
and toil was completed successfuUy,' but the author 
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solemnly vowed that if at any other time another 
whale was tossed ashore, it could peacefully rest and 
become buried in the sand as far as he was concerned. 
Moreton Island and Bribie Island are vividly 
described with many quotations from Matthew Flin-
ders' writings, and Flinders' voyaging in the Bay is 
traced as far as it can be followed. 
The book closes with particulars of the lakes, 
lagoons, wildflowers, and birds of Stradbroke Island. 
The next book written by Mr. Welsby was "Sport 
and Pastime in Moreton Bay," which was published 
by Simpson Halligan and Co. Ltd., Brisbane, in 1931. 
This book was dedicated to Mr. Heber A. Longman, 
Director of the Queensland Museum, and was limited 
to 300 copies. 
As the dedication suggests, natural history is the 
key-note of this volume for the chapters include the 
experiences of the author in catching sharks, trailing 
for mackerel, and studying the dugong, together with 
a record of the yearly advent of sea mullet to Moreton 
Bay. 
One chapter is devoted to the herculean task of 
transporting the skeleton of a whale from Stradbroke 
Island to the Brisbane Museum, previously mentioned 
in "Memories of Amity." 
The last chapter, "A Ship under full sail," gives 
the author's impressions of the most famous of all 
sailing ships, the "Cutty Sark," as he watched her 
enter Moreton Bay on 15th September 1894. This 
was the "Cutty Sark's" last voyage to Australia, and 
her flrst and last to Brisbane. 
The last book issued by Mr. Welsby was "Bribie 
the Basket Maker," published by Barker's Bookstores 
in 1937, when the author was in his seventy-ninth 
year. The book is dedicated to "My Friends the 
Bribie-ites not forgetting those at Caloundra." 
An earlier reference to Bribie the Basket Maker 
had been made in "Memories of Amity." Bribie, 
whether a surname or Christian name is not known, 
was a convict who excelled at making wicker basket's 
which were used to catch crabs at the entrance of the 
creek where Creek Street now stands. Bribie even-
tually was released and settled on Pumice Stone 
Passage, and it is assumed that Bribie Island owes its 
name to him. Such is T. Welsby's story. 
The story of Bribie the individual, however, only 
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occupies the first chapter, as the others cover the 
history of Bribie Island, and Pumice Stone Passage up 
to Caloundra. The author claims that Skirmish Point 
as originally named is not on the ocean side of Bribie 
Island, but is on the bay side at the southern entrance 
to Pumice Stone Channel. The author further writes 
that this claim is substantiated by a chart in the pos-
session of the Survey Office, which shows Skirmish 
Point in this position. For purposes of record, this 
chart was constructed by Leopold Tranz Landsborg, 
and lithographed in Sydney by J. Degotardi. The 
author considers the chart was compiled in 1861. 
One chapter is devoted to Bongaree, the native 
from Broken Bay, who accompanied Flinders on his 
voyages round Australia, and who was on the "Nor-
folk" when Flinders visited Moreton and Glass House 
Bay in 1799. Bongaree was making overtures to the 
natives when the skirmish occurred which caused 
Flinders to name the spot Skirmish Point. 
One of the most interesting references in this 
book is on pages 42-46, where the author's recollec-
tions of Duramboi—otherwise James Davis—are 
given. When the author was a ledger-keeper in the 
Bank of New South Wales in Brisbane, he had charge 
of the accounts with the initial letters A to D. Davis 
had an account in this bank, and this account was 
posted by the young Mr. Welsby. Davis could not 
write, but had managed to learn how to make his 
signature. He would ask the young ledger-keeper to 
make out a cheque for a certain amount and then 
affix his signature. 
This service did not open Davis' lips to questions 
on his life with the natives, for all Mr. Welsby's re-
quests for information on this matter were treated 
with complete indifference. 
Some doubt has arisen where Davis' shop was 
situated, but the author states it was a china goods 
shop in George Street, adjacent to Gray the boot-
maker, not many feet distant from Tritton's business 
place there now. 
The author describes Davis as, "Bronzed, wrinkled, 
and wizened, he would sit just outside the doorway 
of his shop, always smoking a clay pipe, with never a 
w^ord, never an acknowledgement from, or to, a 
passerby. His wife, who remained indoors doing the 
selling, must have been a keen businesswoman for on 
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his death Davis left real and personal property to the 
extent of £10,000." 
There has also been some doubt as to how old 
Davis was when he first came to Moreton Bay. Accord-
ing to the author "James Davis was the son of a 
Scotch blacksmith, was transported to Botany Bay 
per ship 'Minstrel' in the year 1824, being then only 
sixteen years of age. For some minor offence in Syd-
ney he was sent to the Moreton Bay Settlement." 
Later, the author states that Davis "died in Brisbane 
on the 7th May 1889, aged eighty-one years." This 
agrees with the earlier reference that Davis was 
born in the year 1807 or 1808, and was sixteen years 
old when he was transported to Botany Bay. [See 
Hist. Society "Bulletin" No. 57.—Ed.] 
The author refers to the portrait of James Davis 
—or Duramboi—painted by Oscar Fristrom and con-
siders it "is exact to a degree." 
Mr. Welsby also handed a letter to this Society, in 
which reference is made to a son which was born to 
Davis and a native woman, when he was living with 
the natives. This half-caste was well known in the 
Pine River district. 
Letters 
One of the most unique collections in the His-
torical Society is a collection of twenty-four letters 
and documents donated to the Society by Mr. Welsby 
in 1932. As was usual with him, a neatly compiled 
index is included, and each letter is enclosed in a stout 
envelope giving full details of the contents on the 
cover. 
Included in this collection are many varied and 
interesting items. Some are: 
Aboriginal native names from Stradbroke Island. 
These cover birds, trees, fish, sun, moon, and various 
parts of the body. It is difficult to write in English 
the sound of the aborigine pronunciation, without the 
aid of phonetics, but one is struck by the musical 
sound of the aboriginal words. Poets have written of 
the graceful swan, which the aborigine of Stradbroke 
called Murroogilchi, which, somewhat longer, is rather 
more pleasant on the ear. This must refer to the 
black swan which was once seen in hundreds on the 
shores adjacent to Brisbane. 
There are a number of letters written to the late 
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James Tyson, millionaire, and most of them seek 
donations for some cause. One is written by Lady 
Carrington, from Government House, Sydney (the 
year is not given) asking for a subscription to the 
"Queen's Fund" established for "the relief of dis-
tressed women of all classes in New South Wales who 
may need help." Unfortunately, Jimmy Tyson's 
reaction to the plight of distressed women is not 
known. 
A short note written by Sir Thomas Mcllwraith 
to James Tyson returns a letter sent by Sir Henry 
Parkes. 
Sir Henry Parkes is famous for his efforts to-
wards the Federation of Australia, but one letter in 
this collection, written by him to James Tyson, re-
minds us that he had difficulties in his private life, 
which are familiar to others of lesser calibre. 
In a letter written on 7th February 1870, Henry 
Parkes writes: "In the years 1865-6 I involved myself 
through the agency of a person in England, who was 
authorised to purchase goods for me, in some rather 
large import transactions which turned out very un-
fortunate, the goods being to a large extent unsuitable 
for this market. These transactions were entered into 
contrary to my written instructions and they resulted 
in a loss to me of more than £8,000." 
The letter later continues: "After much painful 
hesitation, I have determined to apply to several 
gentlemen who have known me some years to lend me 
comparatively small sums for twelve months at 8 per 
cent, interest. In this extreme difficulty I venture to 
ask you to lend me £200 for the period indicated above 
for which I enclose promissory note with interest 
added." 
^ There is a melancholy note in the last paragraoh 
which reads: "I have few personal friends and the 
gentlemen of whom I have asked assistance are prin-
cipally oersons With whom I have been associated in 
public life." 
There is a prophetic note in an earlier paragraph, 
however, which is particularly ar)t to this year in 
which the Jubilee of Federation is being celebrated. 
It is evident even in 1870, thirty years before Federa-
tion, that Henry Parkes was conscious of his destiny. 
This paragraph reads,: 
"Any sei"ious stoppage would of course involve 
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my retirement from the Assembly and would be 
accepted by myself as the termination of my public 
life. For reasons which I don't think are selfish I am 
anxious to avert this, as I believe I have a work to do 
if I can remain with such influence as I have acquired, 
unimpaired to do it." 
The Dictionary of Australian Biography records 
that Henry Parkes was born on 27th May 1815, so was 
fifty-four years old when this, letter was written. 
Henry Parkes fears for his solvency were justified for 
the Biography also records that "in 1870 (he) was in 
financial difficulties and was obliged to resign his seat, 
when declared insolvent." 
Fortunately for Australia, Henry Parkes' fears 
that this retirement would mean the end of his public 
life were not justified. 
In our undated letter to James Tyson, Henry 
Parkes refers to his buying and selling landed proper-
ties near Sydney with the object of making a safe 
provision for his family, but he failed to realise before 
a temporary depression occurred, and his banker was 
putting the screws upon him and he had to have extra 
assistance. Upon this occasion he wanted to borrow 
£4,500 and was willing to pay 10 per cent, interest. 
Another letter does not mention money as in 
January 1879 Henry Parkes wanted to discuss with 
James Tyson "the most natural routes for our railway 
as everything will depend on their being constructed 
so as to meet future pressure of traffic." 
This evidently refers to the dream of Henry 
Parkes to have a railway built to Cape York. 
Another document relates an adventurous trip 
made by Capt. William Collin in the ketch "Dawn" to 
Somerset, Sweer's Island, and Normanton in January 
1871. Those were tragic days for shortly before the 
arrival of the "Dawn" at Normanton a young man 
was murdered by natives, his body being found in a 
water-hole, in a shockingly mutilated state. He was 
the cook on the "Countess of Belmore" schooner, and 
it was originally supposed that he had deserted with a 
view of going to the diggings. 
Trafalgar Day has been celebrated recently so 
perhaps it is permissible to deviate from Australian 
history, for in a letter written by Mr. M. G. Pasco, of 
Toowoomba, we find that it was Mr. Pasco's grand-
father who hoisted Nelson's famous signal at Trafal-
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gar. Nelson's first direction read "England 'confides'," 
but Mr. Pasco's suggestion to substitute "expects" for 
"confides" was readily accepted by Nelson, and an his-
toric and unforgettable phrase was born. 
The old salt works at Canaipa on Russell Island, 
separated by a narrow passage from Stradbroke 
Island, is a well-known landmark to yachtsmen in 
Moreton Bay. The history of these works is retold 
by Mr. R. S. Hurd in a letter accompanied by an article 
in the Queensland Government Mining Journal of 
15th December 1917. The heavy cost of firewood 
caused the works to shut down. It is pointed out that 
this was the first attempt in Queensland to extract 
salt from sea water by machinery. 
Shipping tragedies were not infrequent in 
Queensland's early history but one which is some-
times forgotten is the tragedy associated with the 
burning of the Black Ball clipper "Fiery Star," in 
which many Queenslanders lost their lives. Off the 
southern end of New Zealand a fire broke out, and four 
boats laden with 103 persons left the ship, while 
seventeen, including one passenger, stayed on board. 
Those who remained on the ship were saved, but no 
trace was found of the four boats which left the ship. 
The "Fiery Star" made two trips to Moreton Bay, and 
the fatal voyage was begun from Moreton Bay on 1st 
April 1865. Full accounts of the tragedy are in Mr. 
Welsby's collection. 
James Tyson figures largely in the Welsby collec-
tion. His appointment to the Legislative Council of 
Queensland in 1893 is a well-preserved document, the 
address of James Tyson then being given as Cam-
booya. 
A letter from a Thomas Tyson to James of that 
Ilk, claims the family can trace their ancestry back 
to the Battle of Hastings, and as the writer asserted 
this family could claim a descent from a noble Saxon 
with a "genealogy anterior to those of any of the pre-
sent Peers of England" 
A similar letter was received from a W. H. Tyson 
of Huddersfield, England. One point is worthy of 
mention: James Tyson is not remembered for his 
generosity, but this writer refers to a gift which 
should be recorded, for the letter written on 10th 
April 1889 includes the following: "Your name is well-
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remembered here, since February 1885, as a contribu-
tor of £2,000 to the Patriotic Fund." 
A collection of letters relates to James McPher-
son, a bushranger, known in Queensland as "The Wild 
Scotchman." Henry P. Somerset took James McPher-
son when he was released from St. Helena Prison, and 
he became head stockman at Mt. Marlow Station on 
th« lower Barcoo River. In a postscript, Henry P. 
Somerset wrote that "Jimmy and I camped one night 
outside Blackall with James Tyson." 
Mr. Welsby was a collector of documents, letters 
and objects, but perhaps the strangest object collected 
by him and handed over to the Society was the name 
plate from the coffin of James Tyson. How this came 
into Mr. Welsby's possession is not known, but in his 
autobiography he mentions that in 1896 he was Secre-
tary to T. Macdonald Paterson when Paterson became 
elected as one of the two members required for North 
Brisbane. 
Paterson was in a legal firm in Queen Street 
known as W. E. Murphy and Paterson, and had always 
been solicitor to James Tyson. On hearing the news 
of Tyson's death, Paterson took a special train to 
Toowoomba, and went to Felton, where Tyson had 
died, with J. B. Hall, Public Curator. Tyson died 
intestate, as no will was found, and a world-wide 
search was made for beneficiaries. Eventually over 
three millions' worth of assets were distributed. 
A very valuable source of historical information 
was given to the Society by Mr. Welsby, in the shape 
of twenty-nine scrapbooks of historical newspaper cut-
tings. Each of the twenty-nine books is indexed, and 
in addition a complete index of the twenty-nine books 
was made. The complete index, written by hand, 
totals seventy-six foolscap pages. 
Many of the cuttings concern early New South 
Wales, Sydney, Parramatta, Windsor and Camden, but 
a great number deal with Queensland. Here we find 
information which is not available anywhere else. It 
would take too long to list all the treasures here, but 
a few can be mentioned. 
Some of the information we possess on Captain 
Wickham and Newstead House can only be found in 
these cuttings. Long-established Queensland families, 
old Brisbane houses, shipwrecks, famous ships—all 
add to the value of these newspaper cuttings. 
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A supplementary volume presented to the Society 
in 1940 is also valuable. 
In the twelfth volume of these Press cuttings an 
article taken from information supplied by Mrs. Com-
ber appears. 
Mrs. Comber, in 1926, was the widow of the late 
Admiral H. W. Comber, but what is more relative to 
Newstead House, was a daughter of Captain Wick-
ham, an occupant of this house. This article, pub-
lished by the Brisbane "Courier," also includes a 
photograph of Captain Wickham, taken many years 
after the photograph which hangs in the vestibule of 
this house. 
Mrs. Comber mentions that this house was built 
by Mr. Patrick Leslie. The similarity between this 
house and the original homestead at Canning Downs 
has been discussed in papers read to this Society. 
Queensland Place Names 
Another valuable reference book donated to this 
Society by Mr. Welsby was a bound copy of the pub-
lication by the "Courier-Mail" in 1935 and 1936 of the 
Findings of the Place Names Committee. These were 
published under the heading "Nomenclature of 
Queensland," and taken from the records of the Oxley 
Library. The work of the Place Names Committee 
was initiated by Sir Matthew Nathan when Governor 
of Queensland, and Mr. Welsby himself assisted in 
gathering information. 
This bound copy comprises eighty-six sheets, and 
is all the more valuable because letters from corres-
pondents disagreeing with the reason for, or spelling 
of, a place name, or giving further information, are 
posted opposite the original article. 
Time does not permit the listing of all the other 
Press cutting books and documents which Mr. Welsby 
handed to this Society, but I think it can be affirmed 
that even if Mr. Thomas Welsby had not bequeathed 
his library to this Society, he would still have been 
remembered for having made available to students of 
Queensland history the great mass of information 
which he collected during his full life. 
